SERIOUS (OPINION)

hat can you say about the 1996-97 academic year? Well, if you had the chance to live it all over again, a lot. So we’re
giving you the chance. The following pages contain our special “Year in Review” feature, which we hope will make

Clark’s history a little more real for those of us who are already forgetting the tragedy, comedy, and tragicomedy of the
last 12 months. So lest we become doomed to repeat it, here is our history...
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The Top Ten News
Stories of the Last Year

(whether they were reported on or not)
by Randy Mack & Emily Sachs

(in no particular order!)

THE SoPHOMORE MEAL PLAN FIGHT

The controversy began when first-years
were notified in a letter mailed to their box-
es in mid-March that a meal plan require-
ment for sophomores was going to be im-
plemented at Clark. First-year students were
the first to react to the proposed changes,
setting up a petition in the GS and getting
several hundred signatures.

Student Council then took the helm of
the first-year-rights ship. President Chris
Condon, who was involved in choosing Bon
Appetit as the food service provider during
the previous spring selection process,
worked with President-Elect (and first-year
student) Casey Frantz to fight the require-
ment. Frantz and Dennis have met four
times to discuss removing the requirement,
delaying the implementation of the require-
ment for another year, and/or finding low-
er-priced meal plan options than are current-
ly available. Frantz says that little progress

has been made on these suggestions.

A forum on April 8 brought more than
30 students together with Bon Appetit rep-
resentatives, Business Manager Mike Dennis,
and other administrators to discuss their
concerns. Dennis said that the opinions ex-
pressed by students at the forum would be
considered in plans for the next year. These
plans did not necessary include removing the
requirement.

On April 29, a protest by nearly 20 stu-
dents, mostly first-years, was held at the UC.
At one point the protesters, recycling sit-in
chants of the 60s, formed a wall by sitting
cross-legged on the floor in front of Bon Ap-
petit and yelling at the “scabs’ who stepped
over them.

Later that evening, the protesters met to
coordinate activity for the upcoming week-
end, eventually protesting at both the
Trustees’ arrival on campus for their semi-se-
mesterly meetings, and the public launching
of Campaign 2000, Clark’s latest money-
raising initiative.

The primary basis of student complaints

is based on the line in Synergy,
the University policy book,
that states that meal plan is op-
tional for sophomores and up-
perclassman. Administrators
have said that the increased
revenue to Bon Appetit would
mean higher-quality food, and
the requirement would foster
a greater sense of community.
Dennis insists that the require-
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ment not only makes good

business sense (the University is concerned
about a potential $300,000 deficit projected
if more students are not on a meal plan), but
that it is good for the school.

Contrary to statements made by Dennis,
the requirement is something that has been
planned since meal service providers were
originally invited to bid during Spring of
1996, according to the university’s “Request
For Proposal” (the Clark side of the food
service contract). Students are additionally
upset that notification was delayed until
March of 1997.

Mike Dennis
(‘96) becomes|
Clark Business
Manager

The new computers for the new
computer labs arrive, courtesy
Vic Berzins at OIS.

WinGgooD vs. WHEATBREAD

On October 23, 1996, WheatBread edi-
tor Randy Mack reported 500 copies of their
latest issue missing from the University Cen-
ter. The Scarlet picked up the story, and re-
ported that Dean of Admission Harold Win-
good admitted taking the issues, explaining
that they were “bad for Clark.”

What followed was three months of
stone silence, followed by three months of
chaos: reacting to three months of adminis-
trative silence over what they consider a fla-
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grant freedom-of-speech violation, WheatBread ini-
tiated the “Wingood Payoff Watch,” a 28-day
countdown during which Dean Wingood supposed
to pay $5449.89 or WheatBread would bring the
media, lawyers, and investigators onto campus “like
the horsemen of the Apocalypse.”

When the 28 days were up, Mack filed criminal
charges against Wingood, prompting the attention
of the Worcester Telegram& Gazette, the Boston
Globe, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and
Worcester Magazine. Mack says that he sees Win-
good’s violation as a symptom of a larger problem
at Clark, and is merely using his indiscretion to in-
cur change in the structure of the school, especially
concerning students’ rights here.

On February 17, exactly five months after the
initial release of the removed WheatBread issue, and
five days after the charges were filed, Wingood is-
sued an apology to the community, taking issue
with the Scarlet’s reporting, but admitting wrong-
doing with regard to WheatBread. He later issued
an apology to the Scarlet for publicly questioning
their reporting.

Between filing charges, and the date of Win-
good’s hearing, May 7, Mack had meetings with
Vice-President Jim Collins, Chief of Police Stephen
Goulet, President Richard Traina, and Dean of Stu-
dents Denise Darrigrand. Darrigrand and Mack are
working on finalizing the Student Bill of Rights,
and the Student Freedom of Information Act, two
binding documents that guarantee students the
rights implied by the concept of higher education.

At the hearing on May 7, the charges against
Wingood were dismissed. “Of course they were
[dismissed],” said Mack, “What we charged him
with was absurd: technically, his actions weren’t
against the law. We simply used [the charges] as
leverage against the administration to get our rights
officially protected once and for all.”

A law is pending in the Massachusetts legislature
that would make removal with intent to prevent the
reading of free publications illegal.

THE SPECIALTY STORE VACANCY

In August, the Barnes & Noble “Specialty
Shop’ abruptly moved out of the UC, where it had
been since the building’s construction, and left a
very public gap in our campus center. Groups im-
mediately jumped to claim the space, and the re-
placement decision was given to the badly mis-
named University Activities Board (UAC).

The UAC solicited proposals, and then took 7
months to decide to give the space to none of the
proposals. After four months of hand-wringing and
general paralysis, StudCo VP Tom Roy resigned the
committee in disgust.

Eventually, the space was turned into a tv
lounge, although this is ostensibly temporary. The
UAC more than proved its ineffectualness in the
one big decision they had to make last year.

THE NEW STUDENT INITIATIVES

Three major student initiatives were started this
last year: the Multimedia Center of Clark (a.k.a. the
MC2), the Dana Commons Student Center pro-
posal, and the Students In Need (SIN) organiza-
tion. In a unique way, each idea promises significant
changes in the way the student body functions on
this campus.

The MC?2 was proposed by the leaders of three
campus media groups, and has since come to be
supported by Student Council and every media
group except the yearbook. The idea is to move the
media organizations into close proximity so that the
groups can share resources, eliminate redundant
spending, and learn from each other’s successes and
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Two visitors start a fight

failures. This in turn would improve our media and
generate improved campus communications.

The first floor of Dana Commons was targeted
as the ideal site of the MCZ, but when Linda Con-
nors and Dave Milstone allocated space early this
May, they did not make the necessary reallocations,
and while the MC2 has made progress this year,
there are still a few steps left to be taken.

The Dana Commons Student Center idea has
been suggested for years, but it is only recently that
steps have been taken. Ideally, the second floor of
Dana Commons would be converted into a 24 /7
student hang-out, with all kinds of games, live mu-
sic, a wide variety of food, and maybe even alcohol.

Tom Roy, StudCo VP and then-member of the
UAGQG, has sent out a letter to everyone requesting
input about the idea, and a formal proposal is cur-
rently being made. Although the administration’s
intentions toward the second floor of Dana Com-
mons are rarely explicit, the popular support for the
idea and the value to student life (not to mention
the ease and inexpense of implementation) suggest
that Dana Commons may one day be back in stu-
dent hands.

Student In Need (SIN) is group founded by
student Ryad Mouline after Abou Fall had to resign
as Treasurer of Student Council and leave school
because his native currency devaluated.

SIN raises money for students who find them-
selves in financial hardship, such as Fall, by coordi-
nating fundraisers, passing around collection buck-
ets, and using the media to generate support. Fall,
for example, was helped by both a student perfor-
mance group concert and an article in Worcester
Magazine, which is credited with catching the at-
tention of the anonymous benefactor who gave the
money necessary to keep Fall in school.

DENISE DARRIGRAND

When Catherine Maddox-Wiley left Clark, stu-
dents were left wondering what kind of replacement
we would get— our third Dean of Students in five
years. The answer is Denise Darrigrand, who has
proven to be an invaluable student asset and savvy
navigator of the political channels at Clark.

Denise’s laudable actions this year are too nu-
merous to list completely, but she has been instru-
mental in setting up the new Rape Crisis Center,
helping Chris Condon struggle against Telecom-
munications, working out the Student Bill of
Rights, getting the Meal Plan protesters a private
audience with Jim Collins in the middleof the Cam-
paign 2000 kick-off, and many other important
parts of last year.

Darrigrand has also radically restructured the
Dean of Students office, including extending the of-
fice’s hours into the evenings, and promoting Di-
rector of Housing Dave Milstone to help compen-
sate for the firing of Assistant Dean of Students Bar-
bara Engram.

After only nine months, Darrigrand’s presence
can be felt in all areas of student life, sometimes sub-
tly and sometimes obviously. Though her adminis-
tration has not been without criticism and the occa-
sional public misstep, the new Dean of Students has
made it clear that the needs of the students will not
go on deaf ears any longer.

STUDCO VS. TELECOMMUNICATIONS

When students returned to school last August,
they found that Telecommunications, run by Paul
Bottis out of the Physical Plant building, had
slapped a $1.00 charge on all toll-free calls originat-
ing from residence halls. At least that’s the number
the red Telecommunications pamphlet said: in the
ensuing 2 weeks, the charge dropped from $1.00 to
$.50 to $.25 to $.00 as Chris Condon led Student
Council in an ultimately-successful fight against ad-
ministrative exploitation.

Condon’s most public strategy was setting up a
table with a petition in the UC— it got over 1000
signatures in two days— but what people weren’t
privy to was the behind-the-scenes work Condon
put into the fight. Behind closed doors, Condon
begged, threatened, cajoled, schmoozed, and struck
deals with Bottis and other administrators, until
Telecommunications agreed to waive the fees for a
year pending “‘further research’ into the matter.

Condon’s fight demonstrates how a student can

parlay public support into political leverage, using
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October 23
500 copies of
WheatBread
reported miss-
ing.

May 18
Graduating seniors finally get
the fuck out of here.

End of an Era: The apartment
building with Lloyd’s pizza burned
down in late March of this year.

that in turn to play the administrative game on their
terms. While next year’s toll-free calls are being
thought over, Condon’s efforts stand as a blueprint
to getting things accomplished within the system at
Clark. It was an auspicious way to begin the year.

arreled parody
fest-o-rama. Spree Day
1997: “Clark

Uni-

LLoyp’s FIRE COMMUNITY REACTION

On the night of March 30, hundreds of students
looked on as a five-alarm fire burned through the
building at 974 Main Street. The fire left 40 resi-
dents homeless and destroyed community business-
es including Lloyd’s Pizza, a Clark favorite.

The Clark community’s reaction during the fire
included opening the Admissions House so the Red
Cross could help victims, and students bringing
food and drinks to the victims and firefighters.

Following the fire, students like Trina Heinsch
and Renee Cammarota led Clark’s efforts to help
the victims, now living in temporary housing.

Dana Commons was made into a makeshift do-
nation center. By the end of the two-week collec-
tion period, the “pit” and the rest of the lobby were
completely filled with piles of clothing, food, and
household items for the families, and even toys for
the victims of the fire.

Clark raised over $3,000 through fundraising,
change buckets in the UC, and a WheatBread t-
shirt sale (which alone generated $2,400).

The speed and efficiency of Clark’s response to
the disaster has set a standard that bodes well for fu-
ture university-student-neighborhood relations.

March 24
Five Clark students are ar-
raigned on charges of kid-
napping and assault and
battery, after the prolonged
abuse of a first-year student
visiting Hughes Hall.

ROC-U Goes XRCU

When ROCU was started in 1992, the goal was
always to get the student station into the airwaves.
Five years later, ROC-U has left Channel 11 of the
CCN cable line to take to the skies as XRCU-95.1
FM (ok, not totally: you can still listen to them on
tv if you want). The 11 milliwatt station can be
heard all the way from Maywood Street to Down-
ing Street, and just wait until the other transmitter
gets working!

Having a working, functional radio station
brings Clark closer to the community standards of
other colleges, and has important implications for
public messages, safety-related updates, up-to-the-
minute news reports, and disseminating informa-
tion on this challenging campus. Credit goes to the
out-going E-board of David Bernstein, Zack Ordy-
nans, and Bill “Not Steve” Evans, all of whom are
stepping down, possibly due to exhaustion. Clark
will never be the same thanks to their work.

March 1997
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Frosh Casey
Frantz elected
StudCo Presi-
dent.

February 24
Marie Amoure
Farina, Assis-
tant Director of
Physical Plant,
leaves.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL GRANT NIXED

Last summer, University VP Jim Collins’ office
spent months putting together a proposal for fund-
ing from the Olin Foundation to pay for building s
state-of-the-art Environmental School building.
The site chosen for the new structure was the
Downing St offices and parking lot, which would
have dislocated administrative offices galore.

In February, the university learned that its pro-
posal was rejected “out of hand,” according to
Provost Fred Greenaway, and consequently, there is
little chance of the Environmental School being
built in the near future. The Environmental School
itself took the defeat in stride, commenting that
they didn’t need a building anyway. .
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November 3
Rat found in a toi-
let at 114 Wood-
land Street, “The
Global  Environ-
mental House.”

night breakfast
during finals.

January 13
WheatBread
bills Dean Win-
good $5449.89
for the missing
issues.
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Hope Lonstein, Coordi-
nator of Evening Safety)|
& Services, leaves
Clark after her position
was eliminated.




