. speaking, and by 1971, severaheading IDRISI's work against Setting Up
million dollars was allocated to the aliens, but at some point, he Balcunas’ project was in jeop-
the formation of the IDRISI turned sides. There, as yet, haardy by 1973. Nixon had
Project. been no convincing argument asesigned, and it wasn't clear if the
to why. All we can determine is new administration would share
IDRISI: The Early Years that by December of 1972, his paranoia. Also, Balcunas had
o Despite the IDRISI webpage’sBalcunas was helping the aliendeen there two years, and he
assertion that “IDRISI is not anplan to transfer the massiveneeded a point to his occupation
® acronym,” IDRISI stands for super-light-speed engines out oind expense budget. Memos and
® International Defense Researchhe spacecraft. reports from the year indicate that
Initiative against Space Invasion. The aliens’ work at on the newBalcunas was able to take advan-
It is funded by the government aslibrary’ was slow until Balcunas tage of the opportunities provided
o a dual project sponsored by bottarrived. Once IDRISI was found- by the timing.
Iens an the Department of Energy anded, however, major changes were First, IDRISI was given the
’ ’ Department of Defense. It is runimplemented. First, the heating,project of building an all-terrain,
° by John Balcunas. ventilation, and air conditioning multi-purpose hovercraft. This
In S r'eat The IDRISI operation is was completely renovated towas due to a contract with a
extremely secret, but it appears tanake it hospitable for humanWorcester hovercraft-construc-
be rather shoddy in certainhabitation. This was not com-tion factory that the Pentagon had
an ma respects, too. The webpage, fopleted in its entirety until 1979, erroneously made and couldn’t
instance, asserts ridiculous thingbut by 1973, it was safe forget out of. Second, IDRISI was
by the Edit The aliens had apparentl about the name, making referhumans to exist in it for up to 3renewed as a priority by the Ford
Yy the tditors PP Yences obviously fabricated on thenours. Administration, and a budget was
done some homework about life . :
spur of the moment, and contain- Balcunas was also there tgpassed granting IDRISI a seven-
The full story of IDRISI, on Earth, but not much. They: . . .
X . ing names taken from Clark per-supervise the external illusionsfigure budget.
Clark University, and also appear to be no smarter than . . .
. : : . sonnel. A first floor was attached, barely This luck would continue,
the aliens is a complicated onehuman beings, although they are s . .
. R . .~ To wit, “Idrisi was a cartogra- functional but there none the lessironically, even through the
with lots of implications and ret- technologically advanced. Their . o
) o C pher and geographer of majorRecords from the period indicateCarter and Reagan
rospective realizations. It caninitial time on Earth was spent”. ~ . : . . . .
. : o : significance during the medievalthat the aliens were concernedddministrations, when IDRISI
quickly become confusing whenbuilding brick facades for the ™ ®. o . . .
) L : X . period...  Commissioned by about being able to take off againwas dropped into extremely low
the story is told is pieces. For thélibrary,’ some of which can be | . L ) . L
) . J(mg Roger of Sicily to prepare aso the first floor is not attached topriority. Government sources
purpose of clearer understandingseen today. The facades, on hind- . o . . .
. ) .geographical survey of the world,the rest of the building by any-testify that the administrations
we offer the complete version ofsight, are rather phony, and don't’; "~ . . o o .
e drisi headed a collaborativething. It was about this time thatdidn’t entirely understand what
the tale, as best we could detereven attach to the building. L ; .
. ) . o . effort by scholars and technicianBalcunas convinced the governthe hell IDRISI was, but it sound-
mine from the information gath-  Apparently the Administration s )
. . : - : o of the Rogerian Court atment to bury a nuclear warheaced important and probably
ered in the time since the originaltook no notice of the building, as " o . ! .
; alermo.” As laughable as this isunder the spacecraft behind ahouldn’t be messed with.
announcement. they thought it was some sort of!3 . . .
. o it went unquestioned for 25plate dubiously labeled “time Balcunas was thus able to work
student demonstration. You . . . - .
The Beginni know. like a shantv-town” YE&rS: and one can only attributecapsule. with large pools of financial
€ beginning . " y ' that fact to the naivete of students Clearly, the government andresources in relative anonymity.
On Spree Day, 1969, an alieneXplained a former  Clark

at the time. aliens had nothing to teach other

spacecraft  arrived ~ at Clarkl'j’;f;cézr:zalé Zo “\\I/V\Zhﬁz dt%ur"edTnalg Balcunas was supposed to babout plausible explanations.  The Jefferson Hovercraft
University and proceeded to ’ 9 Under Balcunas’ direction, the

hover ominously above theblowing up every other weekend IDRISI Project was perverted
President’s and Dean’s housesPack then.” into an alien weapon: the super-
After several hours of hovering, it The students, those who sonic hovercraft known as the
destroyed the two buildings angnoticed, seemed to think it was Jefferson Hovercraft. The name
landed. Interviews suggest wit-Just another stupid administrative is apparently a snidé reference to
nesses thought it was part of th&uilding being constructed for no the Jefferson Academic Center
Grateful Dead's set. Bootlegsréason. Those frustrated by and Jefferson Hall (torn down to
reveal that from the time theattempts to enter were placated build the UC), although a recent
spacecraft emerged from theby the fact all of Clark's library court decision has unearthed doc-
clouds, until the time of the land-books were still in Jonas Clark. uments suggesting that it was ref-
ing, the Dead were only able to The government was appar- erence to a joke on The Simpsons
make it through a third of “Dark ently aware of the incident at about the Alan Parsons Project
Star.” Clark fairly early, and witnesses Ron Eastman, current Director of
The alien spacecraft is nowtestify John Balcunas sightings as IDRISI. has ;t;ublicly responded
what we call the Goddardearly as December of 1959' The | supveillance photo of John Balcunas, head of The Idrisi with “I ,don’t get it
Memorial Library. It is unclear Cold War-induced paranoia of the Project, contemplating the implementation of a series of The Jefferson Hovercraft. if
whether the aliens appreciate th&lixon Administration resulted in alien power schematics. the research provided , by
irony of this. immediate action, relatively Professors Bayse, Kennedy,

some students and a professgoretend you're doing cartograph-ing change possible on the cam-
under the influence of a symbiotdc image technology. It'll be like pus: a complete turnover of the
to apply for a Department of map scanning but easier. LikeClark administration. Balcunas
Energy grant to build a ‘cogener-many government projects, thehad set his sights on Clark.

ation plant.” Of course, there’s norationale seemed to be “It's so

such thing as a cogeneratiorbanal no one will think twice.” It IDRISI and the University
plant, but this was the Carterworked. The “Clark Labs for = Some points need to be made
administration, and they couldCartographic Technology andabout IDRISI’s relationship with
have asked for a covegitationGeographic Research” was hastiClark. Currently, they are not
plant and gotten it. The moneyly concocted. To this day, someseparable, and one cannot mean-
was used to move the alienrmembers of the Geographyingfully talk of Clark without
engines into the basement oDepartment believe it does threementioning IDRISI. It wasn't
Jonas Clark, where they weredimensional cartographic analy-always this way. For the length
hooked into powerful energy sis. of the 70s, IDRISI and Clark had
converters and used to power Memos from this time period a very tenuous relationship— the
many parts of Clark. indicate Balcunas’ level of para-government hacks at IDRISI

About the same time, thenoia was rising rapidly. It appar-weren't sure they could trust the
aliens were making in-roads inently got so out of hand that therdiberal arts school, and the uni-
Davies, Agosta, and Thackeray isSymbiotes, looking like hair, the Clark Administration with the exists a rumor of him killing a versity wasn't sure they liked the
any indication, is an offensive were eventually made for manyhelp of John Balcunas. Slowlycampus dog named Barongovernment in their backyard.
weapon of extraordinary magni-of the top administrators and fac-but surely, key figures were leav-because “he knew too much.”Many people at Clark refused to
tude. Libya has expressed interulty, including Jack Foley (mus-ing and being replaced withOne possible reason for the parabelieve in the aliens at all, even
est in purchasing it, but detailstache), Dick Traina (hair), Nick either symbiote-controlled zom-noia was the Sidney Peck fiascowhen confronted with the
remain classified. [Look for Thompson (eyebrows), andbie slaves, people so corrupt they Sidney Peck was professor ofincreasingly large piles of evi-
them in the next issue.] Walter Wright (sideburns). could be bought, or (occasional-Sociology who, if you believe the dence.

All anyone knows is, John The aliens transmit a homingly) robots. newspapers, eyewitnesses, and IDRISI’s attitude, as
Balcunas is the only one with thesignal back to their mothership Meanwhile, WCUW began to archival data, was accused of sexexpressed in a 1978 document,
keys to the hovercraft. via an encoded messageget very big and popular, andual harassment by five femalewas that “Clark University shows

Originally, it was hidden in increasingly har ¥ e only reluctant
Symbiotes, Signals, Secrets WCUW’s broadcasting via sim- to deal with. Eve signs of cooperat-

Of course, he was helping theple back-masking, but as WCUWmore alarmingly ing, and is resis-
aliens. They had brought withgrew, it became embedded in thehe aliens wer tant to [the fact of
them incubating chambers whichinaudible parts of the spectrabeginning to for the alien pres-
grew symbiotes that allowed forWCUW was broadcasting out ofmulate a plan fc ence]. They
total mind control. The sym- the basement of Sanford, and th€lark, anc should probably
biotes attach themselves to aadio station became the firstWCUW’s commu removed.” IDRISI
human, and can be grown to anyinwitting servant of the aliens. nity-oriented atti and Balcunas, by
genetic structure they wish. As the aliens began to exertude and joie d this point, had

IDRISI Project director Ronald Eastman evaluates terrain
viability for the Jefferson Hovercraft. Notice the original
working model on top of his monitor.

more and more influ- vivre didn't fit in. their own agenda,
ence on the school, Deals were mad and some namby-
parts of Clark and WCUW pamby university
University began to moved off campu was not about to
change. First, and the aliens p jeopardize it.
Woodland Street was their transmitter i The university,
closed off. That served the newly-con meanwhile, tried
to cut a major artery of structed Goddal to resist, but were
traffic off, making Clark Erection. colleagues at Clark. In fact, thebasically helpless. This can be
something of an island The spacecraft, in the meanwhole scandal was an elaboratattributed to the basic compe-
unto itself. Even better, time, after several million dollars fabrication by Balcunas andtence level of your average acad-
it made Clark into in renovations over more than aDRISI, an apparently semi-suc-emian.

something close to adecade, was about fit for humarcessful effort to remove Peck

fishbowl, where out- use. Its atmosphere was prettyrom Clark and discredit him. Takin’ Over for Good

siders couldn’t go with- close to Earth’s, by now, and thePeck was successfully removed, Balcunas’ plan to take over
out trouble and incon- extremely hot temperatures thabut only after 5 years of lawsuits,Clark was executed between
venience. This would plagued its early days had beeintense media attention, andl1983 and 1985. In that time peri-
become a major themebasically eradicated. (There isextreme amounts of mud on theod, all of the most significant
in the aliens’ plans. speculation that the aliens ardace of Clark University. changes for Clark took place. For

Super-light-speed engines from the alien spacecraft are
now stored in the “cogeneration plant,” located in the
basement of Jonas Clark Hall.

. - - In order to move the from Jupiter.) Balcunas did not want this sortstarters, massive amounts of
Jack Foley’s mustache-symbiote hatching |shacecrafts  engines, In 1981, IDRISI was given an of media circus again, yet headministrators and professors

in an alien incubator (artist’s rendering) |Bajcunas arranged for official front by the government: wanted to make the most sweepleft, including Professor Peck,

A Second Look at the ‘Goddard Memorial Library’

by Sven Professor of Physics andly had a major role in the interior account differ, but there is cor- roborative evidence that massive
Reinnendorf Astronomy, a first floor was not design and conversion of tha

digging equipment was working Physics professor Chucksecond floor down into this spacer0’s to produced doctored photoghruster engines about the struc-
on a foundation below the sur-Agosta, who worked on IDRISI’s for storage. In 1976, he reported-of the surrounding neighborhood.ture, and larger ones apparently
face, though some people recalpropulsion system, feels that thdy assisted in the movement ofClearly visible is a landing pad detached and left on the ground.
what appeared to be deep-drillindibrary’s engines and power plant‘very large generators and othewith an attached docking tower. Currently, we have no data on
equipment. were moved from the library’s power equipment, the likes of Rumors have abounded for yearthe immediate use of the

added because it would “hinderstructure. Perhaps, as m,
The Goddard memori- the craft’s ability to take off chology professor Davi¢ies
al library has long been a sourceagain.” Psychology professorStevens points out, “Th
of idle conversation-filler and David Stevens agrees, postulatingliens may have needg
half-joking speculation. Aspectsthat the existing first floor was someone more familiar witf
such as hizarre architecture, withcertainly extemporaneous. human physiology and th

o dysfunctional internal and exter- By early summer of the sameDewy -Decimal system.”
nal features, combined with ayear, the outside modifications Much of the interior struc
troubled history, now make sensavere complete, and the internakure was changed repeateq
in light of recent disclosuresrenovations began, to convert itover the ensuing fifteen yea
regarding its true function as aninto a structure in which humansAccording to aScarletopin-
interstellar spacecraft. could use. Ideally, for a library. ion piece from 1975, “The
The library landed the night Data regarding this process igeference desk has been re
during Spree Day in 1969, whensketchy, but molecular biologistcated so many times, a
most of the campus was eithedustin Thackery feels that thethere are so many strang
stoned or hiding. According to chief obstacle was the high heatrchitectural oddities... it’s
Scarlet’'sdating from that period, the aliens needed to survivelike someone was trippin
several months of hasty constructocal records obtained from Citywhen they designed th
tion followed, during which the Hall show a series of work ordersthing. Or something.” Little
“shiny metallic exterior” was from a local construction compa-information is available abo
covered with brick and severalny for extensive Heating, the changes made, other th
“concrete support pods” wereVentilation and Air-Conditioning the fact that the modificatio

added around the perimeter. Therojects. The name signed on altid not go smoothly.

second floor entrance received af them was one John Balcunas. The area underneath t
winding concrete stairway to Balcunas’' presence was nofibrary is a source of co
g"ofacilitate entry. witnessed by anyone we contacttention for the period o
g According to John Davies, ed from that period, but he clear-1969-1980. Eyewitnes
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which I'd never seen” from then that when viewed from library—whether it serves some
under the library to a new directly above, the library resem-secret purpose; whether it will
addition to Jonas Clark, bles a giant book. Philosophyever take off; whether it will ever
only 50 feet away. At some chair Walter Wright feels this is be possible to find research mate-
point, and opinions differ “obviously so the structure can berials in it. All the scientists and
significantly, the basementviewed by space,” a theory cor-professors we interviewed for
level was partitioned, with roborated by the IDRISI's cover this article were either evasive or
one section accommodatingoperation focusing on analyzingoutright denying in any suckp
. additional library space for satellite photos. knowledge. %
| book storage. In the end, the renovations In the end, it appears to ha\‘/_‘q
The other partition has were a half-assed job, the aliendeen hastily planned and poorfm
not been seen and was compresumably content with theirexecuted, leaving features presg
pletely hidden until recent structure not raising too manysumably from the original interig
photos and investigationseye-brows. Many features, pre-or (such as windows that vie@
revealed it to be the sumably from the original interi- other areas inside the library) a
Balcunas’ control center for or, remain to this day, along with many architectural oddities suc,
the IDRISI project. It fea- numerous artifacts from the shodas hallways that don't go anye
tures a giant display screendy renovations. where and concrete slabs that
for monitoring all aspects of Examples are numerous, suclserve no purpose.
the campus and advancedis interior windows inside that Whatever the future plans, it Is,
computing facilities. The look into other areas inside theclear that without the designerg
control center has a separatdéibrary, and external ones thatcarelessness, the truth might hawe
secure entrance that isprovide views from all six sides never been known about the o
always locked. of the structure. gin of this extraterrestrial edifices
Very little was known Andy Albrecht, PhD student On a final note of irony, the-
about the roof until Clark’s in Physics, pointed out exteriornamesake chosen for the strdc-
admissions departmentstructures that he feels are escapgare was Clark’s own rocket sciso
began fly-bys in the late pods. Dr. Agosta has identifiedentist, Robert Goddard. ﬁ
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