4+ MANY PEOPLE APPRECIATE THE HARD WORK THAT GOES INTO SOMETHING LIKE A MAGAZINE, OR, FOR

“Your Career at Clark”

by Abe Brody (‘94)

A YEAR AND HALF AGO | GRADUATED
FROM CLARK KNOWING ALL TOQ WELL mtemet— well if you take several
THAT | SHOULD HAVE STARTED MY
CARPEER SEARCH A LOT EARLIER...

When I came to Clark, many of the
people who were first year and second
year students had yet to resolve a fo-
cus on what they were going to do
when they left Clark. Sometimes this
problem was true of people in their
senior year at Clark. The difficulty
being that Clark’s departments often
focussed on keeping their graduate
students working on their projects, and
not on teaching undergraduates how
to make a career of what they had

learned. I hope that the situation has

changed, but if it hasn’t, a few words
of advice to all students reading this
article

No matter what year you are in, re-
member the dreams that have brought
you to Clark in the first place. Every
week, keep note of how these dreams
evolve. Ask the professors, ask the
graduate students, ask upper class peo-
ple how to go about reaching your
dreams. Don’t give up. Even if the
most adverse course schedule is im-
posed on you, remember what you
dream you is what you want to do.
Don’tbe bothered by people who chide
you about your dreams being too un-
realistic. Find the realism in those
dreams, and follow that course. If a
professor doesn’t meet you at a sched-
uled time, find another until you can
find one who can help you shape your
dreams into something you want to do.

I came to Clark with two hobbies:
one was making maps of airlines
around the world using airline timeta-
bles I’d collected, the other was being
a computer programmer in Basic, and
using a database to help with my air-
line schedule collection. I was mak-
ing the maps by hand. I didn’t find
out until the beginning of my third
year that both these hobbies actually
can be combined to make something
that is done frequently in this world;
computerized mapping, and making
maps of data in a field called Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS). It
was just by chance reading the Clark’s
catalog that I found out about GIS.

Surprisingly, a lot can be mapped that
has not already been mapped, and a
lot of environmental analysis and ur-
ban analysis can be aided by comput-

Surprisingly, a lot can be
mapped that has not
already been mapped...

erized mapping.

So sometimes it isn’t only who ad-
vises you, but also where you look to
find out if your hobbies can be made
into something productive. The li-
brary is a great place to start, but so is
anyone who you’ve contacted and

shares your dreams.
It took me two and half years to find

myself ajob in this field, but it was well
worth the effort. You should note that
many people who go searching for a
job in the field of their interest straight
out of college will also face the dilem-
ma of being considered entry-level, just
because all they have is a BA on their
record. So volunteer and intern early.
You can put these things on your re-
sume, even if you don’t find a job right

off. Education is important too. If you
find a project that you want to do, see
if a professor can support you in order
to get you into graduate school to do
it. This is probably better done the
year before your senior year begins. If
I had known then!
Say you enjoy playing games on the

computer programming courses, and
navigate the Internet enough, you
could start programming your own
games to play. Make the apparent dis-
advantage of your hobby (namely your
work doesn’t get done on time), to be-
coming an advantage (helping others
get the benefit of games). Numerous
games are already available on the In-
ternet thanks to college student pro-
grammers.

Remember the joy of finding some-

_ thing you can create, whether it is po-
etry, music, research, or some other
field Ihaven’t thought of, and you will
find yourself a hobby that can become
a career.

Where do you find people who
share your interests you ask? Confer-
ences are great places, social gathering
places (bars, coffee shops), sometimes
right in your own dormitory. Also,
magazines exist for nearly every career
out there, and will list where and when
these conferences happen. Career Ser-
vices’ Library files of alumni contacts
is also a great place to start. I might
also add something that may sound
like heresy: your parents! Don't rely
on Clark’s advising system alone. You
can find resources in all these places.
Also where you volunteer or intern
you can find means for career assis-

tance. Don’t forget that many people

also go through several career chang-
esin theirlife. Collegeisa great place
to begin the first career change out of
the home.

Federal, state, and local govern-
ments, as well as city parks are great
places to volunteer. You'd be sur-
prised how much you learn there. The
main point is now that you are in col-
lege it is time to get out in the open
and find what is available. Some-
where in all of those places you will
find something to help shape your
hobbies into a career, or at least a first
job. Each new experience will shape
itinto something different, but remem-
ber what you most enjoy creating, and
you will feel great about it. Remem-
ber to write down a list of all contacts
(no matter how insubstantial they
seem at the time), and their phone
numbers for future reference.

College is just one step into the fu-
ture of a new job and a different life
than one sheltered by your parents.
How you take advantage of it will help
you find out how to get to that next
step.

And if you are already doing all this,
congratulations! You will eventually
find a job somewhere that you enjoy
dning °
[Editors Note: And you thought we
were kidding... If you don't know,
Abe Brody in something of a legend
around these parts. For a wide vari-
ety of amusing stories, ask an up-
perclassman. At Abe’s graduation
in 1994, he was greeted with a stand-
ing ovation by all in attendance.]
[This WheatBread feature brought to
you by popular demand, and
Depends disposable undergarments.]

s, TAE This
photo has
| little to
# do with
.« getting a
job, but
think of it
this way:
with your
degree
from
Clark,
you
might be
paid to
drive
around
one of
these
spifty
little
trucks.
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